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disaffection.    It  is no  accident,   but part   of  a  calculated
policy, that amongst the many  wise injunctions which the
more responsible leaders of Socialism give to their followers the
injunction to thrift is never found.   Every German town has a
flourishing municipal savings bank, and though the working
classes largely use this institution, it is often against the counsels
of their party advisers and their newspapers.   The providence
which is naturally most discouraged is that which takes the form
of investment in house property.   Human nature is the same
everywhere, and the German workman, even though a Socialist,
is never happier than when he is able to put his savings into a
small dwelling-house and become an independent owner, free
from worries from landlords and the anxieties of the rent day.
The German tradition of the large tenement building makes
this impossible in most industrial towns, except where "public
utility'' building societies erect single-family or two-family houses,
and allow the occupiers to purchase them on easy terms, an
inducement which everywhere proves singularly seductive.   An
interesting exception to the rale is afforded in the few remaining
towns in which the small house still predominates, and in which,
as a consequence, a great many working men own their own
dwellings.   Here, in spite of all that the Socialist theorists have
boon able to do, the attraction of material possession proves
irresistible to the weaker brethren of the party.   These house
owners continue to be Socialists in spite of their defection from
principle, they cheerfully pay their contributions into the cam-
paign chest which finances the war against private property, but
so long as the "future State" is in the process of making they
see no reason why they should renounce the subtle satisfaction
of being landlords on a small scale.   It is not too much to say,
indeed, that the great mass of Social Democrats are not kept
together by their economic programme, or by any reasoned
conviction that they would fare better under a republican than
under a monarchical system.   They are profoundly discontented
with the existing distribution of wealth, but as the inequality
shifts to their advantage the discontent is lessened, and when
the working man becomes his own master his faith in radical
measures of social amelioration is quickly shaken.
But a farther and powerful cause of the temporary eclipse of
Socialism is the comparative barrenness of its parliamentary